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admire, the explorer type, would be there in the person
of Kingdon Ward, back from his journeys in the remote
mountains and high uplands of Tibet He would
appear tired and worn, his face lined with the hardships
he had undergone I would listen to the tales that he
would tell briefly, impersonally, of the adventures which
he had encountered high up on the roof of the world,
surveying new lands and discovering new plants, though
like so many men who are most worth listening to, he
was apt to be silent But in a day or two the friendliness
of Melchet would thaw the frozen lines of his face, its
greyness would give place to a rosy tint, and Kingdon
Ward would be dancing on the lawns, always with the
prettiest girl of the party as his partner Then in a
few days off again Ulysses would go, breaking away
from the sirens, allured by the imperative voice of the
mysteries which came echoing from Tibet Bravely
his wife Florinda would watch him go and bravely she
would wait and watch for his return
Lady Melchett would say when we arrived, "It's so
good for Alfred to have his friends about him, it will
distract him from his work" Alfred himself would
come beaming to us with outstretched hands, papers
forsaken, secretaries packed off We would play golf
or tennis Alfred's skill was little, but his eye was
good, and it gleamed triumph when he chanced by a
shrewd stroke to defeat his adversary He would accom-
pany Lady Melchett when we went round the garden
and would suggest all kinds of new developments Large
effects, splendid borders, for Alfred loved magnificence
Those who did not know him, thought him ostentatious,
but he was not It was magnificence which he loved
But after a day or two tranqmlhty would become tedious
to him, back would come the papers, back would come
the secretaries, and Alfred was seen no more except
at meal-times Only the incessant ringing of the
telephone told us at other times that he was in the house
Sometimes Sir Martin and Lady Gonway (Lord and
Lady Conway of Allington) would be at Melchet

